308	DANTE AND HIS CIRCLE
£ You must know that in past times there were in our
city certain goodly and praiseworthy customs no one of
which is nowleft, thanks to avarice, which has so increased
with riches that it has driven them all away. Among
the which was one whereby the gentlemen of the out-
skirts were wont to assemble together in divers places
throughout Florence, and to limit their fellowships to
a certain number, having heed to compose them of such
as could fitly discharge the expense. Of whom to-day
one, and to-morrow another, and so all in turn, laid
tables each on his own day for all the fellowship. And
in such wise often they did honour to strangers of
worship and also to citizens. They all dressed alike at
least once in the year, and the most notable among them
rode together through the city; also at seasons they
held passages of arms, and specially on the principal
feast-days, or whenever any news of victory or other
glad tidings had reached the city. And among these
fellowships was one headed by Messer Betto Brunelleschi,
into the which Messer Betto and his companions had
often intrigued to draw Guide di Messer Cavalcante de'
Cavalcanti; and this not without cause, seeing that not
only he was one of the best logicians that the world held,
and a surpassing natural philosopher (for the which
things the fellowship cared little), but also he exceeded
in beauty and courtesy, and was of great gifts as a
speaker ; and everything that it pleased him to do, and
that best became a gentleman, he did better than any
other ; and was exceeding rich and knew well to solicit
wTith honourable words whomsoever he deemed worthy.
But Messer Betto had never been able to succeed in
enlisting him ; and he and his companions believed that
this was through Guide's much pondering which divided
him from other men. Also because he held somewhat
of the opinion of the Epicureans, it was said among the
vulgar sort that his speculations were only to cast about
whether he might find that there was no God. Now on
a certain day Guido having left Or San Michele, and
held along the Corso degli Adimari as far as San Giovanni
(which oftentimes was his walk); and coming to the

